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[Document  V.] 

BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEOATES, 

February  11th,  1867. 
Read,  referred  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


RESPONSE 


OF 


JOHN  W.  GAEREH, 


PRESIDEBT  OF  THE  BAIT,  8  OHIO  RMLROJD  CO, 


TO    AN 


ORDER  OF  THE  HOUSE. 


ANNAPOLIS: 

HENRY  A.  LUCAS,  Printer. 

1867. 


BALTIMOKE  AND  OHIO  RAILRAOD. 

President's  Office. 
BoUimore  Wi  FehWy,  1867. 
Hon.  Oliver  Miller, 

Speaher  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  a  copy  of  an  order  passed  by  the  House 
of  Delegates  on  the  31st  January,  1867,  as  follows: 

'^'Ordered,  That  the  President  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Raidroad  Company,  he  requested  to  inform  this  House^  what 
amount  of  work  has  been  performed  under  his  direction  to- 
wards the  construction  of  the  Metropolitan  Pvailroad,  from  the 
Point  of  Eocks  to  the  District  of  Columbia^  how  far  the  same 
has  progressed,  and  how  long  it  will  require,  at  the  present 
rate  of  progress,  to  complete  said  road;  further,  that  he  be 
requested  to  state,  what,  in  his  opinion,  will  be  a  fair  estimate 
of  the  proceeds  from  travel,  tonnage  and  freight  expenses, 
which  upon  the  completion  of  the  road  will  be  diverted  from 
the  main  stem  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  and  from 
the  Wasington  branch  of  said  road." 

In  reply  to  the  first  inquiry  made  in  the  order,  I  have  the 
honor  to  state  that  the  surveys  which  necessarily  preceded  the 
location  and  construction  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  were 
not  completed  until  December,  1866,  although  commenced  in 
1865.  They  were  delayed  first  by  the  winter  and  afterwards 
by  the  time  occupied  by  citizens  of  Washington  in  procuring 
legislation  to  authorize  a  route  and  terminus  which  they  pre- 
ferred and  which  it  was  thought  the  Company  might  properly 
adopt,  if  the  necessary  privileges  were  granted.  Notwith- 
standing the  uncertainty  which  thus  retarded  the  final  loca- 
tion of  the  whole  line,  it  was  determined  to  commence  the 
work  of  construction  in  the  spring  of  1866,  at  the  crossing  of 
Parrs  ridge,  because  that  point  was  common  to  all  the  routes 
m  contemplation,  and  there  the  heaviest  work  was  to  be  done* 
accordingly  that  part  of  the  work  was  commenced  and  prose- 
cuted, so  that  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1867,  there  had 
been  removed  17,118  cubic  yards  of  earth,  and  21,126  cubic 
yards  of  rock.  But  little  other  work  has  yet  been  done  in 
construction.    The  surveys  being  now  complete  and  the  neces- 
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sary  legislation  perfected,  it  is  estimated  that  although  the 
line  embraces  much  bold  and  costly  work;  the  entire  road  can 
be  completed  in  three  years. 

I  am  not  sure  that  I  comprehend  the  precise  import  of  the 
second  inquiry,  addressed  to  me  by  the  Honorable  House,  re- 
specting ''the  proceeds  from  travel,  tonnage  and  freight  ex- 
penses which  upon  the^completion  of  the  road  will  be  diverted 
from  the  main  stem  of  the  B.  &  0.  E.  E. ,  and  from  the  Wash- 
ino-ton  branch  of  said  road."  Supposing,  however,  that  i  am 
desired  to  state  to  what  extent,  in  my  opinion,  the  revenues 
of-  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad  Company,  from  its  mam 
stem  and  the  Washington  branch,  will  be  impaired  m  con- 
sequence of  the  construction  of  the  Metropolitan  Eailroad;  1, 
have  the  honor  to  reply,  that  the  construction  of  the  latter 
road  is  expected  rather  to  improve  than  to  impair  those  reve- 
nues. 

The  travelled  distance  between  the  Capitol  and  the  West 
beino-  shortened  by  49  miles,  it  is  reasonably  anticipated  that 
a  gr?at  number  of  persons  who  would  otherwise  not  travel 
over  our  main  stem  on  the  Washington  branch,  will  then 
pass  over  both  in  order  to  take  Washington  city  into  their 
route,  not  only  for  Baltimore,  but  for  Philadelphie,  New  York 
and  the  North  generally. 

As  every  current  of  travel  draws  after  it,  a  certain  amount 
of  business,  and  as  an  increase  of  traffic  will  enable  us  to  offer 
better  and  cheaper  facilities  to  the  pubhc,-  and  thus  to  aug- 
ment our  revenues  still  further  in  the  most  legitimate  man- 
ner- it  is  beleived  that  the  enhancement  of  profit  on  the  main 
stei  west  of  the  Metropolitan  Eailroad,  will  more  than  com- 
pensate  for  any  loss  on  the  Eastern  end,  while  the  addit  onal 
travel  attracted  to  the  Washington  branch  will  probably  be 
equal  to  that  portion  of  its  present  patronage  which  may  be 
lost. 

Besides,  the  Metropolitan  branch  is  expected  to  give  a  new 
and  powerful  impetus  to  the  growth  of  Washington  city  and 
this  is  an  obiect  of  much  importance  to  the  business  of  our 
main  stem  and  especiallv  to  that  of  the  Washington  branch, 
TsTisaSol  theCity  of  Baltimore  and  the  State  of  Mary- 
land  Adding  this  consideration  to  those  previously  stated, 
the  House  will  perceive,  that  upon  an  enlarged  and  liberal 
view  of  the  mere  question  of  profit  to  be  derived  from  the 
ma^  stem  and  the  Washington  branch  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Sh  0  Soad,  the  construction  of  the  Metropolitan  Eailroad 
will  appe^  be  advantageous.  It  may  be  doubted  whether 
Us  advantages  in  that  respect  are  so  clear  and  conspicuous  as 
to  have^ustified  the  undertaking,  if  .it  had  been  prompted  by 
no  other  motive;  but  they  are  s^f?^^^^^^  probable  and  im- 
portant to  acquit  this  Company  of  imprudence  m  construct- 


ing  a  great  work  which  will  be  so  beneficial  to  the  country, 
and  particularly  to  those  parts  of  it  which  have  relations 
with  this  Company. 

I  am, 

With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  GARRET, 

President. 


